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Education:

April 2004 PhD

National Institute for Medical Research; London, UK

May 1997 Degree in Biology, emphasis Molecular Biology
University of Milan; Milan, Italy

Research experience:

July 2021 — today Assistant Professor in the Department of Biotechnology and
Biosciences University of Milan-Bicocca, Milan Italy
Identification of SOX2 targets in the visual thalamus in mouse

May 2011 — June 2021 Senior Post-doctorate in the Department of Biotechnology and
Biosciences University of Milan-Bicocca, Milan Italy
(Supervisor: Prof. Silvia Nicolis)
Characterization of the role of Sox2 in the development of the
cerebellum, telencephalon and thalamus by means of
conditional knock-out in mice

April 2009 — July 2010 Post-doctorate in the Department of Developmental Biology,
Stanford University, Stanford CA, USA
(Supervisor: Prof. Will Talbot)
Characterization of astrocytes in the zebrafish brain
Characterization of a zebrafish Notch3 mutant

May 2008 — November 2008 Post-doctorate in the Department of Developmental Biology,
Stanford University, Stanford CA, USA
(Supervisor: Prof. Will Talbot)
Characterization of astrocytes in the zebrafish brain
Characterization of a zebrafish Notch3 mutant

July 2006 — March 2008 Visiting scholar in the Department of Developmental Biology,
Stanford University, Stanford CA, USA
(Supervisors: Prof. Will Talbot and Prof. Steve Wilson)
Mapping of angel, a zebrafish mutant with defects in neuronal
migration in the forebrain
Characterization of astrocytes in the zebrafish brain



January 2004 — March 2008

October 1998 — December 2003

May 1997 - September 1998

April 1995 - May 1997

Awards:
2023

2022

2004 — 2008

Teaching experience:

July 2024 - today

July 2022 - today

March 2020

Post-doctorate in the Department of Anatomy and
Developmental Biology, University College London, London,
UK

(Supervisor: Prof. Steve Wilson)

Characterization of neuronal migration in the developing
zebrafish embryo

PhD student in the Division of Developmental Biology,
National Institute for Medical Research, London, UK
(Supervisors: Prof. Jim Smith, Prof. Robb Krumlauf and

Dr. Nobue Itasaki)

Screen for posteriorizing factors of the vertebrate nervous
system.

Characterization of Xenopus Connective tissue growth factor
(xCTGF) role in early development.

Analysis of xCTGF interaction with Wnt and BMP signalling
pathways.

Postgraduate internship in the laboratory of Developmental
Biology, DIBIT, Ospedale San Raffaele, Milan, Italy
(Supervisor: Prof. Edoardo Boncinelli)

Analysis of the Emx2 knock-out.

Undergraduate student in the laboratory of Developmental
Biology , DIBIT, Ospedale San Raffaele, Milan, Italy
(Supervisor: Prof. Edoardo Boncinelli)

Study of the function of the homeobox gene Emx2 in the
development of the cerebral cortex using transgenic mice.

National  Scientific ~ Abilitation (ASN) to  Associate
Professor in Comparative Anatomy, Molecular Biology and
Histology

National Scientific  Abilitation (ASN) for Associate
Professor in Applied Biology

Telethon fellowship for Italians abroad

Lecturer for the Models of Human Diseases Course, Master
Degree in Biological Sciences - University of Milan-Bicocca

Lecturer for the Genetics level 1 course, Bachelor Degree in
Biological Sciences - University of Milan-Bicocca

Lecturer for the Genetic Mechanisms of Human Disease course,
Master Degree in Biological Sciences - University of Milan-
Bicocca

Instructor for Laboratory of Genetics Course (2 weeks course)
for students of the Biology Bachelor Degree Program (articolo



45) - University of Milan

March 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2022 Organizer of practical labs for high school students during
UNISTEM Day

February 2011, December 2012, 2013,

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020,

2022 Lecture on Notch signalling in glial development
Course: Genetics and Biology of animal development
Course Organizer: Monica Beltrame
University of Milan, Milan Italy

December 2016 Lecture on Notch signalling in glial development
Course: Gene Regulation and human disease
Course Organizer: Silvia Nicolis
University of Milan-Bicocca, Milan Italy

September 2010 Lecture on Xenopus and zebrafish early development
San Francisco State University, San Francisco USA

July 2007 and July 2008 Instructor for RNA and DNA injections in zebrafish embryos

Stickleback Molecular Genetics Course
Stanford University, Stanford USA

Speaker at International Meetings

2025 VIIth International SOX Research Conference,
Karuizawa, Japan
2020 2nd Genetics of Ocular Disorders (GoOD) Meeting
(originally in Paris, France but was remote)
2019 Vth International SOX Research Conference, L'Isle Sur la
Sourge, France
2019 IV ImprovVision Meeting, London UK
2018 I ImprovVision Meeting, Milan Italy
2017 II ImprovVision Meeting Nice, France
2002 Second International Meeting of the CCN family of Genes,

Saint Malo, France

Supervision Master Thesis Students

2023 - 2024 Annika Diebels, currently PhD student University of Miinster
2023 - 2024 Guido Rovelli
2023 - 2024 Mario Rizzuto

2016-2018 Alessia Motta currently Postdoc at Ospedale San Raffaele



2014-2015

2014-2015

2013-2014

2013-2014

2012-2013

Supervision PhD Students

2016-2020

Supervision Foreign Students

(HSR) Milan, Italy
Pietro Berico currently Postdoc at New York University, USA

Linda Scannavini currently Clinical Research Associate at
Medpace Milan, Italy

Lorenzo Gesuita currently Lecturer at Harvard University, USA

Sara Bottes currently Scientist II, ALS Therapy Institute,
Boston, USA

Chiara Alberti currently Postdoc at University of Zurich,
Switzerland

Linda Serra, co-supervised with Michéle Studer (Institute de
Biologie Valrose, Nice, France). Funded by a Vinci fellowship
awarded by the Universita’ Italo-Francese. Currently Healthcare
Consultant at Angels Initiative, Italy.

I have supervised six French students from Paris Diderot University for their three months Bachelor
thesis internship. I have supervised two Erasmus students for internships of 8 months.

Active Grants:

2025 - 2026

2023 -2026

2023 -2026

CHARGE Syndrome Foundation (USA)

Title: Identification of a SOX2 and CHD7 common gene regulatory
network required for the formation of the visual system

Amount: 37000 US Dollars

Role: PI

PRIN 2022

Title: Dissection of the Sox2 gene regulatory network in the developing
visual system

Amount: 198.396,00 Euros

Role: PI

Telethon GMR23T1022 - Bando “Multiround 21-24 — Round 2 2022
Track Basic”

Titolo Progetto: Dissecting the role of Sox2 in neurons of the visual
thalamus: insights into developmental visual disorders

Amount: 157.500,00 Euros

Role: PI
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