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[image: ]I am an immunologist specialized in the role of T cells in chronic human autoimmune diseases and gastrointestinal cancers. I have been involved in translational biomedical research for over fifteen years. My research interests focus on the role of immune cells in maintaining healthy balance, participating in inflammatory immune responses, and controlling epithelial neoplastic transformation. In recent years, I have developed an interest in the functional interaction between the immune system and the gut microbiota in guiding their reciprocal functions in health and disease. This interest has led me to develop strategies to modulate immune system activity in patients by re-educating the gut microbiota and earning an Executive MBA in Business Administration from the 24h Business School in Milan.
I have always been interested in supporting the active participation of women in science and promoting recognition of their unique characteristics and differences from men. I work on women's empowerment in STEM faculties, and my group works on gender-responsive medicine projects for both inflammatory bowel disease and colon cancer. More recently I am actively pursuing activities aimed at connecting patient’s associations (IBD and cancer) with relevant stakeholders.
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• Women in STEM 24h Business School Scholarship to attend the 11th EMBA Master, 24hBS Milan
• Competitive funding from AIRC (Start-up 2013 and IG-2019), Ministry of Health (GR 2012, GR 2016), PNNR (Heal Italy), Ministry of Research (PRIN22), ASN Telethon, Cariplo Foundation
• EMBO Scholarship (Sept-Dec 2012, Prof. R. Flavell Lab, Yale University)
• Marie Curie IET Scholarship (Aug-Sept 2004, Prof. De LIbero Lab, University Hospital Basel)
• Best Basic Science Paper Award, Ig-IBD Congress, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2024
• Best Basic Science Paper Award, European Gastroenterology Congress, 2018, 2023


Teaching activities and institutional responsibilities:
Since my enrollment in 2021 as faculty member of the Department of Biotechnology and Biosciences, University of Milano-Bicocca (UNIMIB), I am holder of the “Molecular Immunology” (42 hrs, https://www.unimib.it/ugov/degreecourse 254424) and of the “Laboratory of immunology” (90 hrs https://www.unimib.it/ugov/degreecourse 2526-2) courses. Moreover, I am teaching the “Immunology and microbiome” course at the PhD Program DIMET of the same University.
As I strongly believe in fostering connections between research and industry, I am member of the “Industry and University relationships” and “Internationalization” Committees of UNIMIB. I belong to several PhD Evaluation Committees in addition to the DIMET PhD School where I am faculty member, including the SEMM, European School of Molecular Immunology, the Open University, the San Raffaele University, University La Sapienza Rome, University of Varese, University of Piemonte Orientale.
My laboratory is currently composed by1 PhD student, 3 PostDocs, 4 fellows, 1 technician and 3 master students. In the last 10 years I supervised 6 postdocs, 6 PhD students, 10 fellows, 9 Master students and 20 bachelor students.

Gender medicine activities and support for women's empowerment in STEM fields
IEO:		Participation in the European projects LIBRA (https://www.eu-libra.eu/) and TARGET (http://www.gendertarget.eu/)
Participation in the WoMen in Science project (2015-2021)
Bicocca:	STEMiamoci, The Spring of Equal Opportunities (with Assolombarda, 2024), ABCD Center 
AIRC Ambassador:	Become What You Are" project (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psUi9zcruXc)
AIRC-Politecnico "Leaders of Tomorrow" project (May 2024)
Congresses:		Speaker at the Gender Medicine conference (2024,2025), Policlinico Hospital, Milan
Speaker at the "Role of Gender Medicine in IBD" (October 7, 2023), Policlinico Hospital, Milan,   Association AMICI Onlus IBD Patients		
Scientific activity:		Gender-Based Medicine Projects in Inflammatory Bowel Disease (Phoenixx, Inequalities, AC/DC) and Colon Cancer (https://doi.org/10.1101/2024.01.17.576009)
Outreach Activity: 	GenS Interview (STEM Generation), "Women in Biological Science" (December 2023)
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Piazza della Scienza 2, 20126 Milano
federica.facciotti@unimib.it
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