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Opening of the exhibition and the Public Conference 
‘Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance’, 23 October 2017, 18.30-20.00

Without ever meeting in person, two photographers, Matteo Ceschi (from Milano, Italy) and Jim Marshall (a long-time resident of Sarajevo, originally from Scotland) created KO.existence - a B&W photo reportage, inspired by the theme of the 2016 International Summer School “Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance” that was organized in Sarajevo, September 2016.


The title of the series of 50 photographs is a pun implying a challenge to the viewers to rethink their notion of "coexistence" and avoid the danger of a social "knock out", which is why "co.existence" became "KO.existence".


In effect, people share spaces and places every day, they "co-exist" but never in a neutral manner, rather in a way that may develop into positive or negative relationships. Starting from this initial position, each photographer has approached in his own style the different issues of contemporary co-existence trying to give substance to the suffix word "KO".

Matteo Ceschi: “I started to shoot in a restricted central area of Milan with different cameras and different lights. I was looking for this kind of neutral situation, neither good nor bad. Each of my 25 frames – I collected 40-45 shots for this project – represents a possible first step for neighbourly co-existence. Asian and African women at the open air market, a group of smiling Asian men as background to a businessman on the phone, a thoughtful tall man sitting in the local café – in my viewfinder all these subjects become the crossroads of co-existence. No judgment or opinion from me, just a well-trained passion for recording the world around me. To quote the late Michael Jackson: This Is It!”


The exhibition also shows the discrepancy in the interpretation of coexistence in the two cities and countries, as it shows different concepts of diversity and multi-ethnicity in the two societies. 


Jim Marshall: “My approach to ko.existence in terms of the Sarajevo context was guided more by how people coexist on a social and cultural level rather than on a multiracial level that has little relevance to present day Sarajevo. Therefore, I photographed people at work and at play, tourists visiting the old town, and the way that Sarajevo interacts with its visitors.“

The exhibition made its debut in September 2016 in Sarajevo, under the patronage of the Italian Embassy in Bosnia&Herzegovina, at the Public Room Gallery, as part of the program of the International Summer School “Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance”.


The exhibition moves now to Milan, under the patronage of the City of Milan, the Rectorate of the University of Milan-Bicocca, and the Embassy of Italy in Bosnia&Herzegovina, and in collaboration with the Amici di Casa dei Diritti, and IPSIA-ACLI.  


Organized by the Department of Sociology and Social Research, University of Milan-Bicocca, the exhibition will open on 23 October 2017 at the House of Rights of the City of Milan, via De Amicis 10, Bomprezzi Hall. The exhibition will be introduced by a public conference on the Culture of Tolerance, coordinated by Tatjana Sekulić. The conference will host several scholars from the University of Milan-Bicocca, the University of Milan, and the University Vita Salute San Raffaele (Milan), committed to the International Summer School from the very beginning. After the first week, the exposition will move to the University of Milan-Bicocca. 

JIM MARSHALL 

A renowned visual artist, his photography is presented every April in Sarajevo at exhibitions that have dealt with post-war themes of change, civil disturbance, natural disaster and the refugee crisis. His most well known work, “Sarajevo, Then and Now” is permanently exhibited at the Historical Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the same museum hosts another of his works, “Sklonište / Shelter” as part of its permanent collection.  His work was most recently featured as part of the “Sarajevo Now: the People’s Museum” exhibition at La Biennale di Venezia - 15th International Architecture Exhibition – “Reporting from the Front”.

MATTEO CESCHI 

Milanese street photographer, essayist and journalist, Matteo writes for several magazines and has exhibited his shots in various locations. He is a member of f50/The International Photography Collective. His latest projects were in collaboration with f/50 fellows John Meehan, Steve Coleman and Keith Goldstein and with the Italian fashion brand Lucio Costa. In Spring 2017 he launched with creative designer Federico Ramponi remoteclicking, a new shooting language that exploits mobile technology. 
International Summer School

Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance 

Milan, Sarajevo and East Sarajevo, 2014-2019

The International Summer School ‘Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance’ was organised as a three-year joint program of the University of Milan-Bicocca, the University of Sarajevo and the University of East Sarajevo, with the patronage of the Embassy of the Republic of Italy in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Launched precisely with the scope to address the question of tolerance as one of the most challenging in the contemporary world, in September 2014 it was hosted by the University of East Sarajevo, under the title “The new Challenges of the European Integration”. In September 2015, the School took place at the University of Milan-Bicocca (Bicocca Summer Schools for EXPO), approaching the question of the “Minorities in Democracy”. In September 2016 the School was organized at the University of Sarajevo, while its specific topic was “Tolerance and Conflict Prevention and Resolution, from the Neighbourhoods to the International Community”.  

The new three-year project is related to the concept and practice of tolerance throughout European societies in the perspective of the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall in 2019. The first cycle of the School already started in September 2017, at the University of East Sarajevo, considering the topic of “Europe, Borders and Migrations”. In 2018, the School will be hosted by the University of Milan-Bicocca, and in 2019 again at the University of Sarajevo. 


Open to MA and PhD students, the School involved scholars and young researchers from several European and regional universities, creating a platform for an intensive one-week training, which was an excellent forum for unpacking the multifarious and heuristic potential of the concept and practice of tolerance. More than a hundred students from 25 European and extra European countries already took part in the School.

